










Can We Trust the Gospels?
Written by Peter J. Williams

Can we really trust the gospels? 
Specifically, is there historically 
reliable evidence that the gospels are 
trustworthy accounts of Jesus’ life? 
Peter J. Williams seeks to answer this 
fundamental question in his book Can 
We Trust the Gospels? Williams does 
not attempt to convince the reader 
that Jesus is worth following but rather 
demonstrate that the simplest and 
most rational explanation of the gospel 
accounts is that they are true accounts 
of the life of Jesus.

Williams accomplishes this in a 
relatively short introduction to the topic through a variety of 
compelling arguments. He begins by examining how many reliable 
non-Christian sources from the first century confirm the events and 
details of the biblical accounts. Accurate geographical information, 
familiar use of naming conventions, and intricate knowledge of 
Judaism collectively prove that the gospel writers must have been 
locals living in Palestine at the time of Christ. They were not outsiders. 
They were contemporaries. He also notes how the existence of both 
precise similarities and yet slight differences between the gospel 
accounts prove there was no collusion in writing amongst these 
eyewitnesses.

Williams intentionally leaves the issue of miracles until the last 
chapter, pointing out that this is typically the biggest problem for 
many skeptics. This chapter alone is worth the price of the book, 
and his argument here is penetrating. Were it not for the presence of 
miracles; historians would unanimously accept the gospel accounts 
as reliable history. If the details in the gospels are true, there would 
be no reason to believe that the miracles recorded in them were 
fabricated. From here, Williams jumps into a wonderful explanation 
of the biblical gospel. He argues that the simplest explanation is that 
Jesus really is who He says He is: the Son of God crucified for the 
sins of the world. The trustworthiness of the gospels then is not 
merely a historical question, but a life-changing reality we all must 
consider. For any Christian or skeptic, I would highly recommend 
Williams’ book as a readable, well-reasoned, and thought-provoking 
introduction to the topic.

            – Recommended by Kalep Kanode

Excerpts From
the Book

 1 
“It may thus be concluded that Jesus has more 
extended text about him, in generally closer 
proximity to his life, than his contemporary Tiberius, 
the most famous person in the then-known world.” 

– Chapter 2, p. 41

 2 
“There are many particulars in the Gospels that 
the authors would be unlikely to have invented. 
Although one can usually think of complex 
reasons why someone might invent them, those 
are not the simplest explanations. The simplest 
explanation is that these reports are true.”

– Chapter 8, p.129

 3 
“If the presentation of Jesus in the gospels is wrong, 
one faces many intellectual hurdles to explain why 
so many historical details are right and plausible.”

– Chapter 8, p.137
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Excerpts From
the Book

 1 
“He will not entertain his audience with empty 
speculations or vain philosophy, but with things 
that concern their everlasting welfare.  Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified will be the great 
topic and darling theme of his preaching”

– How Eternity Affects Daily Ministry, p.53

 2 
“We live at a great distance, but would it be too much 
boldness for me to suggest that, should we spend 
one quarter of an hour every Saturday evening at the 
throne of grace, to intercede for our own souls and 
the souls of our people and for Zion in general, we 
might thereby be peculiarly present in the spirit?” 

– To Timothy Mather Cooley, p.76
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May We Meet In the Heavenly World
Written by Lemuel Haynes

May We Meet In the Heavenly World 
is a brief compilation of excerpts 
from sermons and personal writings 
of Lemuel Haynes. Born in 1753, 
Haynes was the first African American 
ordained as a minister in the United 
States. The book, edited by Thabiti 
Anyabwile, covers roughly 30 chapters 
dedicated to topics ranging from 
regeneration to slavery to death. 
Additionally, Anyabwile includes ten 
chapters of personal letters Haynes 
had written to Timothy Mathew 
Cooley and Elihu Atkins.  

After becoming acquainted with Haynes and his writing, two 
consistent themes appear. First, Haynes was a man that continually led 
his church with eternity in mind. Throughout multiple sermons shared 
in the book, Haynes clearly pointed his congregation to Christ by 
proclaiming the bold truth found in Scripture. He continually taught 
as a pastor who would one day give account for his flock and not as 
a man looking to garner the praise of man. It appears that Haynes 
never succumbed to the pressure to grow his church by catering to 
the preferences of the body, but rather by pointing them to the reality 
of eternity.

Haynes consistently modeled a robust prayer life. In much of his 
correspondence with Cooley and Atkins, Haynes reminded his 
friends that he was interceding before the “throne of Grace” for them. 
Furthermore, Haynes humbly asked for prayer for himself.  For me, 
this practice was incredibly encouraging to read. We are often quick 
to ask others within the body how we can pray for them and deprive 
our brothers and sisters of the privilege of going before the Lord on 
our behalf. As we strive to live as one church family, we should share 
in the gift of praying for one another.

We live in a world that is constantly longing for the new and instant. 
Thankfully we are bound together as a church by a gracious God 
who has given us his timeless Word. As a church that remembers 
the Puritans of New England with great fondness, I would expect 
a reader from within our body would be pleased to discover and be 
encouraged by the writings of Lemuel Haynes.            

– Recommended by Garry Hill
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TTAKEAKE UPUP
READ

October 1 	    Matthew 4:1–17
October 2 	    Matthew 4:18–25
October 3 	    Matthew 5:1–12
October 4 	    Isaiah 61:1–7
October 5 	    Matthew 5:13–20
October 6 	    Matthew 5:1–12
October 7 	    Ezekiel 12–13
October 8 	    Ezekiel 14–16
October 9 	    Ezekiel 17–19
October 10 	   Ezekiel 20–22
October 11 	    Mark 8:11–21
October12 	    Ezekiel 23–24
October 13 	   Ezekiel 16:59–63
October 14 	   John 10:32–42
October 15 	   Acts 9:36–42
October16 	    Ephesians 2:1–10

October 17 	   Titus 3
October 18 	   Daniel 9:1–19
October 19 	   Matthew 5:13–16
October 20 	   Matthew 5:13–16
October 21 	   Ezekiel 25
October 22 	   Ezekiel 26–28
October 23 	   Ezekiel 29–30
October 24 	   Ezekiel 31
October 25 	   Mark 13:1–13
October 26 	   Ezekiel 32
October 27 	   Ezekiel 29:1–6
October 28 	   Exodus 19
October 29 	   Exodus 20
October 20 	   Leviticus 16
October 31 	   Romans 6:1–14

*Sermons in bold
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NEW MEMBERS
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Alex & John 
Camp

Abigail (3), 
Robert (1)

Ashley & Jesse 
Farris

Marleigh (2),
Harper (1)

Jack Marlowe

Book HighlightContents Article Take Up & Read New Members




